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IWG-P-08-18 
 

Partnership Activities April - June 
 
This paper provides an update on LowCVP activities since the last Innovation Group 
meeting. It is provided for information only. 
 
1 Summary 
 
The following highlights are identified: 
 

• Biofuels sustainability activities influence global debate 
• Conference attracts impression line-up of speakers 
• LowCVP invited to participate in the COMPRO project to procure low carbon 

buses 
• Director meets Liberal Democrats Shadow Transport and Environment 

Ministers 
• Funding secured to support Act on CO2 campaign 
• LowCVP moves (again!) 
 

2 Biofuels sustainability activities influence global debate 
 
The Partnership has continued to actively support the development of a sustainable 
market for biofuels through a range of activities. This follows publication of the 
Renewable Transport Fuels Obligation (RTFO) carbon and sustainability (C&S) 
reporting guidance that was developed through LowCVP.  
 
In March, the LowCVP Director addressed a hearing of the European Parliament as 
part of its deliberations on the Renewable Energy Directive. The Director’s 
presentation outlined the need for, and practical challenges involved in, implementing 
sustainability criteria within the Directive. LowCVP was also invited by Defra to attend 
and present at the Taskforce meeting of the Global Bioenergy Partnership (GBEP) as 
a member of the UK delegation. The meeting, held in Washington DC in March, 
included representatives from the UN Foundation and officials from Brazil, the USA, 
European Commission, The Netherlands and Germany.  
 
Together with Imperial College, LowCVP have also co-hosted a lecture by Professor 
Tim Searchinger who presented the findings of the controversial Princeton University 
study into the life-cycle impacts of biofuels. LowCVP also helped develop the 
programme, and chaired a pre-conference seminar on sustainability as part of the 
World Biofuels Congress.  

The LowCVP Director has been working as part of the team undertaking the 
Gallagher Review into the indirect effects of biofuels that is due to report imminently. 
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2 Conference attracts impressive line up of speakers 
 
The LowCVP Fifth Annual Conference to be held at London Motor Show on the 23rd  
July has attracted an impressive line up of senior opinion formers. Chaired by Sean 
O'Grady, Associate Editor and Motoring Writer, the Independent, the conference 
opens with a presentation from Stefan Moser, Head of the European Commission's 
(DG-ENV) Clean Air and Transport Unit on European 'Cars and CO2' regulation; 
certain to be a hotly-debated topic over the coming months. Following a keynote 
speech from the Rt Hon Ruth Kelly Secretary of State for Transport, Kulveer 
Ranger, Boris Johnson's newly appointed Director of Transport Policy will provide 
delegates with an exclusive insight into the Mayor's environmental transport plans for 
London. 
The second session focuses on publication of new research Professor Ed Gallagher, 
Chair of the Renewable Fuels Agency, presents his own perspective of the indirect 
effects of biofuels production and policy implications. Professor Jim Skea, Head of 
UK Energy Research Centre (UKERC), who will unveil a new report on the most 
effective carbon reduction policies for road transport; and Dr Jillian Anable of 
Aberdeen University and UKERC will present a LowCVP funded study on the 'fuel 
economy paradox'; why people don't always act on their stated desire for fuel 
economy. Professor Julia King will comment upon on the Government's response 
to the King Review of low carbon cars. 
 
In the afternoon delegates will have a chance to join the BBC 'Question Time' style 
debate ‘Can the road transport sector deliver enough carbon savings’, chaired 
by Ed Crooks, Energy Editor, Financial Times, with leading representatives of the 
Government and the motor and fuels industries as well as Green Party Mayoral 
candidate Sian Berry. 
 
An evening drinks reception, sponsored by Shell, will be held in the green motoring 
exhibit. 
 
3 LowCVP invited to participate in the COMPRO project to procure low 

carbon buses 
 
LowCVP has been invited to participate in the COMPRO project following a 
presentation on its work on bus procurement.  The COMPRO project, “COMmon 
PROcurement of clean and collective public service transport vehicles”, aims to 
enhance the development of the market for clean buses through common 
procurement of these vehicles on a European scale.  The consortium comprises 
cities from France, Germany, Italy and Sweden.  The project is developing a 
specification for the common procurement of buses and Jonathan Murray presented 
a draft specification developed in conjunction with Transport for London, 
MerseyTravel, PTEG and a range of other stakeholders including bus manufacturers 
and operators in the UK.  The outcome of the meeting was that the COMPRO project 
has asked LowCVP to participate in their Procurement Management Group and will 
use the LowCVP draft specification as the basis for developing their procurement 
specification.  
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4 Director meets Liberal Democrats transport and environment ministers 
 
The LowCVP Director met with Norman Baker and Steve Webb, Liberal Democrats 
Shadow Secretary of State for Transport and Environment respectively. At the 
meeting the Director encouraged the Liberal Democrats to press for a transport 
target within the Climate Change Bill (something supported by over 90% of 
members) and for a long-term target as part of the EU car-CO2 regulations. He also 
outlined the C&S reporting requirements as part of the RTFO and the need for an 
expansion of the Act on CO2 campaign.  
 
5 Funding secured to support Act on CO2 campaign 
 
The DfT has agreed funding for 1 year for LowCVP to support the Act on CO2 
campaign. The Campaign aims to encourage the purchase of low carbon vehicles 
and eco-driving and the LowCVP will be working to encourage third-party 
participation in the campaign and supporting stakeholder relations with industry 
(including car manufacturers, fuel companies, motor traders); partners who support 
the campaign (TOTAL, Ford, Michelin) and delivery bodies (including EST). The post 
will: 
 
The scope of work and milestones will be agreed jointly between LowCVP and DfT 
with the post sitting within the Secretariat.  
 
6 LowCVP has moved (again!) 
 
The Secretariat was informed by its landlord it would not be able to extend its present 
lease beyond May. This was because the landlord (French Chamber of Commerce in 
Great Britain) was releasing the tenancy. The address of the new premises in 
serviced offices is 83 Victoria Street, London SW1H 0HW. Tel: 020 3178 7859.  
 
7 LowCVP membership reaches 283 organisations 
 
Membership of LowCVP has now reached 283 organisations. Recently approved 
requests for membership are: 
 

 1. Narrow Vehicle Research Institute IWG/PCWG 
 2. Flybrid Systems LLP   PCWG/IWG 
 3. Voller Energy Group Plc   PCWG 
 4. Zev Ltd     PCWG/BWG 
 

8 Communication activities 
 
LowCVP representatives have spoken at the following events:  

 
• 4/4 T&E AGM 
• 10/4 APSE Conference 
• 10/4 Transport Seminar - Association for Public Service Excellence 
• 14/4 Biofuels Conference Chatham House 
• 22/4 Eversheds Dinner 
• 24/4 EIC Conference 
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• 16/6 North West Biofuels User Group 
 

The Secretariat continues to respond to a wide variety of requests from national, 
trade and regional media. The Secretariat has completed one and is currently 
completing one additional articles for Green Fleet magazine. There are frequent 
requests for information from Partnership members and other stakeholders.  
 
The monthly e-newsletter issued by the LowCVP has risen to 1645 subscribers 
following a process of renewing the subscriber database. The website will shortly 
undergo minor design changes which will also increase newsletter sign-ups. The 
LowCVP website had an average of just under 7,000 visitors a week during the last 
quarter.  
 
9 Other Activities 
 
The Secretariat has participated in a range of other member / government-led 
activities including: 
 

• 14/4 PTEG Meeting 
• 17/3 SMMT New Car CO2 Report launch 
• 18/3 Campaign for Better Transport NATA appraisal report launch 
• 19/3 Tim Searchinger lecture 
• 25/6/3 Meeting Norman Baker & Steve Webb 
• 10/4 DfT van testing project management 
• 14/4 RSPB 
• 16-17/4 Cenex away day/Board 
• 17/4 RMIF 
• 17/4 Motor show Green Pavilion Curators 
• 22/4 DGTren 
• 7/5 CEN (European) biomass sustainability standard meeting 
• 8/5  UK RTFO carbon calculator workshop 
• 17/6 Sustainable Biofuels – Developing the Algae Opportunity Conference 

 
 

10 Working Group Activities 
 
Issues addressed during the most recent meetings are detailed below. 
 
10.1 Bus Working Group 
 
The Bus Working Group met on the 21st May. The meeting discussed: 
 

• Bus Subsidy Consultation 
• Low Carbon Bus Procurement Feasibility Study final report 
• Low Carbon Vehicle Procurement Programme 
• Level of interest from bus operators in low carbon buses 
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10.2 Passenger Car Working Group  
 
The Working Group met on the 25th June and focussed upon:  

 
• Incorporation and membership fees 
• New automotive innovation growth team (NAIGT) 
• Consultation on Car CO2 Regulation 
• Car advertising survey results 
• ASA regulation of green claims and car advertising 
• Discussion of work plan priorities regarding labelling and advertising 
• Light goods vehicle CO2 emission study briefing  

 
The next meeting is scheduled for the 15th October 2008. 
 
10.3 Innovation Working Group 
 
The Working Group met on the 23rd April. The meeting focussed upon: 

 
• Update on membership fees. 
• Review of IWG and its deliverables to both LowCVP and IWG members. 
• King Review and implications for the IWG workplan 
• Established terms of reference for a sub-group on engaging with investors 
• Update on the EPSRC’s work to support low carbon transport. 
• Presentation on the potential for motorsport to engage with the low carbon 

agenda. 
 
The next meeting of the IWG will be held on 9th July 2008. 
 
10.4  Fuels Working Group  
 
The last FWG met on 20th May. The meeting discussed a range of issues including: 
 

• Carbon Linkage sub-group activities 
• The outcomes of the ‘Closed Loop’ study 
• Integrated Biomass to Syngas project 
• FWG work programme 
• Government review of Tallow 
• Update on European legislative proposals 
• Update on the Gallagher Review on the indirect effects of biofuels 
• CEN sustainability standard 

 
The next meeting of the FWG will be held on 17th July 2008. 
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11 Future LowCVP meetings 
 
Dates for LowCVP meetings throughout 2008 are detailed in the table below. 
 
 Board SG BWG CVWG FWG PCWG IWG 
Jun      25  
Jul  2   17  9 
Aug        
Sep 11       
Oct  22   16 15  
Nov 25  5* 19*   12 
Dec        
* tbc 
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